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HE conciſeneſs of a diſcourſe, delivered at this time, 
| and from this place, will, I am convinced, in n fome | 
I ſecure to it of 4555 1 b ore n 


5 The length of the ſervice, to which you 110 tend. 
the perfect knowledge which a great part of my hearers 
poſſeſs of the deſign of this Meeting, and the very able 
and enlarged manner. in which the ſubje& has been 
Illuſtrated by thoſe eminent perſons who have gone before 
me in this office, are, all of them, arguments for the 
propriety of detaining you, but a ſhort time, with any 
explanation of my ſentiments, on the occafion of our 
preſent aſſembly :—The probability however that there 
may be ſome of this audience, who before have not at- 
tended this ſolemnity, the general cuſtom of deſcribing. 


the, intention of it on the poſibility 12525 an Narr argu- 
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ment may, in different expreſſions, become more effectual 


tives, and to make an annual — ok "our: in _ 
* ſome degree mt ne cefia > ps = 


there appears few more directly in point il 5 
os, elected; for whatever was the occaſion, on whieh theſe 


Could, I ſay, be but of little uſe, in enlightening the mind, 


by, MY other e under A many are the father- 


4 enz BEFORE 


and convincing, ſeem to call for a repetition of our mo- 


ix eng 

Solieited, Foot as I * . eat this 4" 
it becomes neceſſary to fix on ſome. particular paſſage in 
ſcripture, applicable to our preſent purpoſe; and to me 
an the one juſt 


1832 


words were uttered. by the Prophet Jeremiah, or whatever 
Was the ſenſe, which they were originally intended to 
convey, moſt certainly, as they ſtand in our preſent tranſ= 
lation, they appear to have been delivered in the true 


Spirit of that Religion, which was afterwards to adorn 
and bleſs the world. An accurate inquiry into the mean». 


ing of them, or the peculiar purpoſe for which they were 


| ſpoken, by the Prophet, would lead us into a detail of 
ſome length, and certainly of no importance z and indeed 


the peculiar deſign of them, as they ſtand in the pro- 
pbeey. is not very eaſy to be diſcovered, and if diſcovered, 


or affecting the heart on the preſent oecafion.; — The 
ſtrength of the expreſlion and its direct application to che 
objects before. us, have alone induced me to bring it for- 


ward, as likely to ſuggeſt to us ſome ee ah far ; 
75 our dc mediste confideration, _ 5 


Tbe her i is | ingontronentible, chat | in 1 wa I belieng 38 


leſs 


115 the tendernefs and eompaſſion of their fellow - creatures. 
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Kan without the afifance of the humane 
and charitable, would periſh from the land of the living; 
_ and that large is the number of widows, who can have no 


hopes of ſupport or happineſs in this world, except from 


That diſtreſs and —_— poverty and want, ſhould, in 

various inſtances, be exhibited amongſt mankind, is the 
nteceſſary lot of D man; his fitudtion in a created 
| world. ble expoſes him to fuch misfortuhes, but 


by it, they Rand uninipeached ; for, as a ſapply to ſuch | 
 infirmities, and as a means of introducing a large propor- 
tion of happineſs to human nature, under ſuch neceſſary 
im perfections, in the mind of man there is conſtantly and 
— uniformly implanted a principle of benevolence, which 
derives its greateſt pleaſure from the power of removing 
any complaints, relieving the diſtreſſed, binding up the 
| broken-hearted, and in contributing to ſupply thoſe wants, 
| to which the natural weakneſs of our frame and ho un- 
certainty of all human affairs muſt neceſſarily expoſe too 
many of the ſons men. The fatherleG and the widows, 
both under the Law of Nature, and under every Diſpen- 
ation from Heaven, have been peculiarly recommended 
to the protection of the rich and powerful of this world; 
*The Religion of the Goſpel when pure and undefiled: 
by the inventions of men, and as it proceeded from God 
. and the Father is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and the 
- * widows in affliction, and to keep ourſelves unſpotted: 
__ ©. fromthe world: and here, though the purity. of our 
Livks and manners may not * and moſt certainly is not. 
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in — 2 the hs of} aha 6 if ſpel, Hot 
with juſtice, and with gratitude muſt it be ackhowledged, 
that, in theſe dominions, the flame of univerſal love and 
charity has for many ages burned pure and bright, but in 
none more than in the preſent every diſorder, he- 
ther of the mind or body, no ſooner is known, than 
an attempt is adminiſtered for its relief; Whether hungry 
or naked, ſick or in priſon, the hand of benevolence. is 
ſtretched out for their ſupport; in ſhort, to the honour 
of our country muſt it be ſaid, that the Genius of gur 
Religion ſeems at this time to cry aloud in our ſtreets: and 
Ways, Leave your fatherleſs children to me, I 2 
0 *: proſerns them es Let yon widows truſt in me.“ fo! 
6 ' Thoſe do are: As of the, 1 8 
with which this inſtitution is ſo cloſely connected, have 
every reaſon to ſpeak | favourably ;of the charitable incli- 


nations of mankind; a number, ſcarcely leſs than five 


hundred, of the widows of poor Clergymen, derive " 
benefit from the legacies. and benefactions of their friends, 
under the direction of that uſeful. Eſtabliſhment; | and 


ſſcmall as that aſſiſtance is, (and every good man who knows i; 


their real wants muſt wiſh it to be exteridedofarther). 
_ ſmall; I fay, as it is, of great and important ſervice is it 
to thoſe who are the objects of it; mĩſerable ant wretched, 
indeed, would their fate be, Was that relief to be with- 
drawn; but in the preſent age, and under the preſent 
circumſtances of their ſituation, a danger of that ſort is 
far from our apprehenſion; rather from the general preva- 
lence Wo: the as 1110 true ee, . us, and the 
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Ae pers, e 5 For Gs 0 cok of 60 inet 
digte and poverty, ſhould inquire, why ſo large a por- 
tion of the widows of the Clergy are left deſtitute of 
e and why the collections, here made, are barely 
ſoelahe to anſwer the deſign of the meeting, it is but 
natural for us to expect; and from hence can ſuch 
circumſtances ariſe? From any extrayagance or inatten- 
tion in the huſband, when living? From any original 
defect in our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment? Or, which is 
generally the caſe, from the flender profits of their 
 preferments ? which are often ſo far below the ſtandard 
neceſſary to ſupport the rank and condition in "which 
their profeſſion places them, that with the beſt in⸗ 
tentions and the beſt directed economy, without ſome 
forthne of their on by inheritance, on the bounty and 
kind diſpoſitions of thoſe, he are able to relieve them, 
ny muſt, in a variety of inſtances, entirely depend, 
3 ee a: their widows and the children that 


8 nge 1555 Al f in PO hi een jon, all other 
orders of men, in this country, are able to augment their 
income, daily to improve their own ſituation, and to 
- make a ſuitable proviſion for the families they may leave 
behind them; an extended commerce, employments in 


dur opulent colonies abroad, nay, even the adminiſtration 


Eu ahe-national nances at home, and a thouſand ſcenes of 
3 155 „ arte 


1 — "BREA 


arts and e open new „ fields .Ford cheir- induſicy 
to exerciſe itſelf ; enabling them to procure thoſe emolu- 
ments, which are not within the reach of many, I may ſax, 
perhaps, not of any one ãn our profeſſion, (a profeſſion ſurely 
as uſeful and as important as any other, if the morals and 
religious conduct of a ſociety are worthy its attention) 
however exalted may be his rank, 1 en 1 oO 
. his Feyenue,. ever to. obtain. e ee ener 
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The e ee of this aiſtreſs, . n 
1 many worthy and exemplary characters amongſt us 
with their families, have experienced, have been, often, 
by my predeceſſors in this place, juſtly and ingenuouſn 
traced up to their real ſource; to the encroachments 
originally made by the cunning practices of the church 
of Rome; when, under ſpecious pretences, the principal 
profits of our eccleſiaſtical benefices were made to flow im 

a channel very different from the public ſervice of reli- f 
gion, in the ſupport of monaſtic inſtitutions, that is, in 
the encouragement. of ſloth and idleneſs, and in the pro- 8 
motion of a principle the moſt unfavourable to all true 
chriſtianity, that abſtract ſpeculation, and rigid auſterity, = 
are practices more acceptable to a merciful and. good. God,. OL, 
than an active endeavour to enlighten our own minds, or 
to advance the henour of God in the welfare and 1 2 
neſs of his ereatures. Not much r more beneficial to the 
intereſts of true religion was the application af their 
revenues, after. the diſſolution, than before it; for with: 
the exception of ſome truly uſeful inſtitutions in this 
metropolis, and ſome. alſiſtance. for the eee ” 
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learning, in RY two eee * whole, or the 
greateſt part of them, was expended, without any advan- 
tage to the ſtate, and under a total forgetfulneſs of their 


5 ann 3 a Permancny" n we hs e 
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'F rom aha time to e delt with an exception only 
I of that well-intended and well- conducted bounty of an 
illuſtrious Queen, the clergy in many of our moſt popu- 
lous towns and largeſt diſtricts, have been ſupported from 
the ſcanty revenues of ill-endowed vicarages ; for, on a 
6 juſt calculation it appears, and it is a fact which ought 15 
more publickly to be known, full one half of 1 ow 
| of this eg r, Ke are uber, e, e e 9 72 
ni hence, . en a muddy of inlets men IC 


kindly: if we had time, might eaſily be collected and 
mentioned, may clearly be diſcovered the cauſe and foun- 


Ration of the diſtreſs, ſo particularly viſible in the families 


of many of our parochial olergy; the incumbents when 

 Hving, can barely ſubſiſt, and, when dead, their fami- 
lies muſt periſh, or be ſupported out of the common 
aſſeſſments for the poor; and ſuch would certainly be the 


àtoation of many of them, educated as they mult neceſſa- 


rily have been to fairer proſpects, hal not Providence 
kindly raiſed up benefactors amongſt their brethren and 
bother well-wiſhers to their order, and, in his merey, 

5 exited” a nne tenderneſs in Jour hearts to | relieve 
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2 SERMON PREATHED error 


Aae have been made, and when we reflect on this 

quarter. from whence they came, undoubtedly with the 
beſt intentions, for an alteration in the: ſyſtem of our 
church revenue; to deſtroy, in a great meaſure, all the 


intermediate ſtations in the church, and thereby to aug- 


ment the revenues of the higher and the lower orders of 
the eſtabliſhment; whatever may be thẽ private ſenti- 
ments of any one on ſuch a ſubject, it becomes not us, 
bere, publicly to declare them, but from the general 
ccolneſs with which the propoſal has been received, from 
the oppoſition it carries in the face of it to the principles. 
of our highly to be valued conſtitution in the ſtate, from 


the confuſion ſuch a change muſt neceſſatily introduce, 


and above all, from the very little advantage each of our 
parochial clergy could derive from ſo ſmall an addition, 
Jam warranted in the belief, that no ſuch plan, however 
eee in its ne or well intended in * rand 


Get, 8 9 eats any e 2 e Nr 9500 
can now deviſe, will be productive of the I n. 
out t the aid of eee deni na. 35 i 


WOO every ada Fe in every ee of men in ts „ | 
1 exiſt ſome degree of ſubordination ; ſuperior talents. 
ad a better ditected education will of themſelves create 
an eſſential difference; but ſeparate from theſe, in the beſt 
"regulated governments, other - cauſes of diſtinctien muſt 
e ariſe ; birth, fortune, friendſhips and con- 


nections, nay, a thouſand accidental circumſtances, will 


eee to advance one man to a degree of eminence 
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Pe ann whilſt the want of theſe, or of ſome 
2 event perhaps to make his merit en 
will throw a ſhade over the virtue and talents of another, 
and leave him, in his en, to lament * want * 0 
n and Protection. | 


Such will and 8 muſt 15 the fate We many 1 
our profeſſion; without fortune, without friends, with= 
out an opportunity of diſcovering the talents they poſſeſs, | 
what can be expected, but that in ſome ſequeſtered: fitu- 
ation, far from the view of thoſe who. are able to aſſiſt 
them, their lives will be paſſed with a bare ſufficiency 
to ſupport themſelves, nay perhaps without :4p7,. and 
_ certainly without a power of making any eee 
families that uy ſurvive them? _ | 


| WEL 


Fs the hiked hn more u . 
FR relief, than in a proviſion for ſuch diſtreſs, occaſioned. 


neither by folly nor miſco _— but from * nature and | 
. of. its nt dn > Wy 


I farther loans: 0 the arid: we 6 Mans ink 
. view, ſuffer, x me, before I cloſe this ſhort addreſs, and in 
| this audience aſſembled for: ſo beneficent. a purpoſe, -F 
cannot doubt of a favourable attention, ſuffer me to. 
ſtate ſome few of the merits, on which we found our 
claim to your protection —Surprizing, I muſt confeſs, it 
bas always. appeared to me, that ſuch a number as our 
order conſiſts of, drawn out from all the different ranks-- 
mn conditions | in the Wks with. 1 > lame original pre- 
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> _ _ A SERMON PREACHED! BEFORE 


alias) upon their minds, educatedi-in- the e place, 


and in the ſame manner, with all the natural propenſities 


to vice and irregularity, that youth and inexperience are 
liable to, ſhould. be preſerved in ſuch: à general ſtate of 


good order and decency, without any one poſitive law, 
except that of conſcience, to compel them to the ſtrict 
performance of their particular duty. Look to the other 


ranks of men in theſe dominions, and you will ſee the 


N | ſtrongeſt powers of the ſtate exerted to maintain order and 
good. diſcipline amongſt them, rigid ſeverity and diſ- 


un Shar ſervice Are: e ee ee to. FRY. 


5 
. 


5 — the. 1 e of eccleſiaſtics whih: are waa 
"—_— the duty of the church, ſome irregularities | 
will and muſt be committed; perfect decorum and an 
 invariable good conduct cannot be expected in any large 
body of men; but I am well - founded in the obſervation, 
1. that, in no one rank in ſociety, will be found ſuch 
inſtances of obedience to the good principles of law, with 
| ſcarcely one poſitive law to enforce it. In ſhort, ſo far 
from any degree of ſurprize that irregularities are com- 
nitted, my aſtoniſhment; is, that in ſuch a corrupt ſtate 
of ſociety, as the extent of dominion, the enlargement of 


Mes 


our commerce, and the influx of wealth, have neceſſarily 
eme. eee of n are not more e we 


3 


; - as is imo We Ain different: 1 and! ade in the 
church, and it may be ſuppoſed from thence” that a 
n * and * wy eaſily be preſeryed ; 3 
f 


 , 


and Mee it certainly * "a not by power and 
immediate controul, not by the fear of degradation and 
puniſhment, but, to the praiſe of the higher orders 


| _ amongſt us be it ſpoken, by that influence, which 
tze moderation, | diſcretion, . and good examples of our 


ſuperiors will, and always muſt, have wie the Ay of 


1 885 who: act Ver their Anme ee ee 


ET bw oo '$ TE 


tin a 1 may venture to ay! it not W in this, 1 5 


but in any other place, that the clergy are certainly as 
loyal, as peaceable, as obedient to the laws, and as atten- 
tive to the Juſt liberties of their country, as any one claſs 


of ſubjects in this realm: I ſpeak not only of thoſe who 


are in the higher ſtations of the church, but even where 


the opportunities of diſtinguiſhing themſelves are not ſo 


frequent, where the eyes of mankind are not ſo much 


A 


fixed upon them, and therefore greater latitude of con- 


| duct both allowed and taken, in their diſtant parochial 


ſituations ; no men can be firmer friends to the eſtabliſned 


conſtitution. of the ſtate, as well as of the church; and | 
much of the good order and regularity, and much more 


of that acquieſcence i in the legal powers and exertions of 


government which ſo generally prevails, is to be traced 1 
up to the advice and the good example of the parochial 


| clergy; and I believe, was an accurate inquiry to be 


105 made, it would appear, that much of the peace and deco- 


zum, and as much of that turbulence and diſcontent 


op an complained. of, may be the effect of the reſidence or 
non- reſidence of our clergy; and if this be the caſe, does | 
55 uz not inſtantly follow * r means ſhould be em- 
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20 100 "OY no attempt chould be diſregarded,” to AY 
| the refidence of the clergy as comfortable and inviting to 


_ their caſe and contentment in their ſeveral ſituations, as a 
eonviction that they may leave their fatherleſs children 
* and that you will preſerve them alive, and that when 
*« they are dead their widows" may have a confidence in 
7 BY gs xg; of CO Wn, x. oi lg Pal WdkE MN. 
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Aa great kiſs hanio tha conſolation, I bt not, — 
__ grey hairs upon his head, and juſt dropping into 
his grave, the parent has en * offspring, placed in a 
rank of life ſuĩtable to his ſituation, and by your Went, 
__ ors an ee ee of ee Ane and 
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"May mY us, 1 am add: wid you ee to e 
duch ſcenes as this, and were but a few ſuch. events, 
(and many might be diſcovered,) laid plainly before you, 
they would ftand in the place of ten thouſind arguments 
from juſtice or from policy, and would plead more pows 
l to your: oompaſſion, than the moſt eloquent diſ- 
Laurſe, N could be Pronoune > On b the moſt "ating 
| wocalivn, * i, ai Ben LINE eee 
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- 5 then; wy beatles, and ye, Oy are . rrients 
ii inſtitution, and let not the pious wiſdom * 


thoſe WhO planned it, be defeated by our indolence, ot 

by any want of Hberality on our part; miſconceptions of 
dis uſe, a fancied miſlemploymemt of dur collections, may 
mn Pf F „„ have 


chem as poffible, and what method ſo likely to ſecure | . 


Tur sons or Tur expnov. %% 


* 
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| 1 en and fatal influence on our ſyeceſs, but 


E 


to the praiſe of thoſe who ſo difintereſtedly conduct it, 


muſt i it be ſaid, that every precaution al moſt ĩs now taken 


to ſecure a proper application of the fund, and a ſtate of 


f its diflribution is regularly laid before the public ; 1 but 1 


5 ſill, if 1 may preſume to offer any advice on the occaſion, 


| (and to offer it thus publicly will not. 4 truſt be deemed 
an improper intruſion, as thoſe, in whoſe diſpoſal. it is, 


make a part of my audience, ) may {till greater caution 


be uſed, and ſtill ſtronger aſſurances given, that the 


i perſons with, whom theſe children of our brethren are to 


be placed, are worthy of the truſt to be repoſed i in them; 


for much of their future happineſs, the whole almoſt of 


beir future ſucceſs in life mult depend on the inſtrue- 
- tion and the examples they will meet with, in thoſe few, | 


but moſt pontiac, ry * their exiſtence. 


1 wupi, 1 ſhall Mend. tz by thoſe, to _ this | 


1 concluding part of my diſcourſe is addreſſed; the readi- 
neſs with which they have undertaken this troubleſome z 


* and expenſive office, juſtifies me in the conviction, that 


no one circumſtance by which the purpoſe of this hu- 
mane and admirable inſtitution can be more ſpeedily ad- 
Vvoanced, will be thought . in the Nel, or 


u to in the execution. 


1 8 65 1 thall 3 cloſe a Char Cs which the 3 


A IV 


» uſually allotted to an addreſs of this ſort, will alone per- 


out peeling; a moſt anxious ane founded on your 


mit me to offer; but conclude, entirely „I cannot, with- | 
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